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(Above) The AFI Silver Theater


(Left) Volunteers pose for a picture with the GEICO gecko at the AFI Sliver Matinee Benefit
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Executive Director Jacki Coyle and Scott Egloff with Harley motorcycle




















Dear friends,


The lines are longer now. The lines for food, social services, clothing, health care, blankets, and tokens reflect the growing number of people we are serving as the cold weather makes its arrival in our area. Many are faces of people known to Shepherd's Table, others are new. All come seeking help. Let me tell you a bit about John (name changed), a gentleman who comes on a regular basis for services.


     One morning I was walking from the Resource Center to the dining room. John stopped me. We said hello and exchanged smiles. He told me that this was his one year anniversary at Progress Place. I must have looked a bit perplexed.  Why would anyone celebrate a year at ST? He said, “Jacki, one year ago I left a mental hospital and found myself on the street. I came here and it has been such a wonderful experience.” I took a long breath, taken aback by John’s words and his spirit. We continued to talk for awhile and he ended the conversation with these words, “Thank you for caring about me and honoring and respecting me.” I thanked him for sharing his life with all of us. I walked away humbled and so very grateful to be doing what I do at ST. It is for this
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A Message from the Executive Director…








AFI Silver Matinee Benefit a Success!








Despite the impressive presence of Congressmen Albert Wynn and Chris Van Hollen, it seemed that the most popular personality in the room was a six foot lizard. The GEICO gecko made an appearance at the 3rd Annual Silver Matinee Benefit to represent the company’s generous sponsorship of the Shepherd’s Table event.  Along with the gecko, who was kept busy greeting and taking pictures with supporters, many of our dedicated partners in the Silver Spring area turned out for the silent auction and screening of Babette’s Feast. 


     Overall, the day was a fantastic success, with 39 gift baskets auctioned off, along with exclusive items from original artwork to a Harley motorcycle, raising over $30,000 for ST! The wide variety of items added drama to the day as supporters engaged in friendly ‘bidding wars’ for the tempting prizes.


     As in past years, this year’s event featured a food-themed film. Babette’s Feast, the acclaimed 1987 Danish movie, is about a 19th century political refugee who is taken in by a small religious community. Babette shows her gratitude for their kindness by pre-
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Around Shepherd’s Table
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Take a Look Inside:


Read About the Fannie Mae Mini-walks!


Meet a Few New Faces!


See a Snapshot of Our Stats for 2006!


Learn How You Can Help Us Just By Surfing the Web!





The Shepherd’s Table Newsletter			January/February 2007 Issue
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